
About us
HEFCE employs around 260 staff, mostly based at our head office in
Bristol. Sir Alan Langlands is Chief Executive. There are three
directorates – each responsible for supporting higher education in the
nine regions throughout England, and for progressing HEFCE’s core
strategic aims. Policy is developed by the HEFCE Board, chaired by
Tim Melville-Ross, CBE.

How we work

The following principles underlie our work:

• high standards of service

• working in partnership, taking account of our stakeholders’ views

• transparency in our policies and funding methods

• minimising the burden of accountability for universities and colleges.

Our standards of service, setting out our commitments to
stakeholders, are published on our web-site.

Want to know more?

Our web-site, www.hefce.ac.uk, gives more information about our
activities, and downloadable copies of our publications. It also offers
RSS newsfeeds for news, publications and consultations.

Keep up to date with HEFCE news, publications, as well as upcoming
events and deadlines, with our monthly e-newsletter, HEFCE Update.
To subscribe go to the Jiscmail site, www.jiscmail.ac.uk/update-hefce

To receive more timely news alerts and updates, join our electronic
mailing list, admin-hefce www.jiscmail.ac.uk/admin-hefce
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Where we are

Contact us
Higher Education Funding Council
for England

Northavon House
Coldharbour Lane
BRISTOL
BS16 1QD

tel 0117 931 7317
fax 0117 931 7203
e-mail hefce@hefce.ac.uk

HEFCE contacts
Help-desk, 0117 931 7438,
hefce@hefce.ac.uk

Press enquiries, 0117 931 7363,
p.walker@hefce.ac.uk

Chief Executive’s office, 0117 931
7341, chief.executive@hefce.ac.uk

Staff, www.hefce.ac.uk under
About us/Contact us 

Other funding bodies

Department for Employment and Learning
Northern Ireland 
www.delni.gov.uk

Higher Education Funding Council for Wales
www.hefcw.ac.uk

Skills Funding Agency
www.skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk

Scottish Funding Council
www.sfc.ac.uk

Other sources

Annual report and accounts 
www.hefce.ac.uk under About us/accounts

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
www.bis.gov.uk

Higher Education Statistics Agency
www.hesa.ac.uk

Quality Assurance Agency
www.qaa.ac.uk

Research Councils
www.rcuk.ac.uk

Investing for
successful futures

A brief guide to HEFCE



What is HEFCE?
HEFCE was set up by the Government in 1992 
to distribute public money for higher
education in England. 

In 2010-11 we will allocate £7.4 billion to universities and colleges
to support high quality education, research and related activities.

The Government decides the total amount of funds that we
distribute each year and we are accountable for the proper use of
the money.

As a non-departmental public body, we have some autonomy from
the Government. We work within a policy framework set by the
Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills, but we are
not part of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.

We have five core strategic aims (see below) concerned with
widening participation and fair access, learning and teaching,
research, employer engagement and skills, and the contribution of
higher education to our economy and society. Underpinning these
we have two further strategic aims: to sustain a high quality
higher education sector and to operate at the highest level
ourselves as an organisation. 

HEFCE will fund 253 institutions in 2010-11

The money supports five main areas in higher education:

• teaching and learning

• widening participation of under-represented groups

• research

• employer engagement and skills

• strengthening links with business and the wider community.

English universities and colleges receive most of their HEFCE funding as a
‘block grant’. They decide how to spend their block grants themselves on
teaching, research and related activities. There are restrictions on how money
allotted to special initiatives is spent. 

We need to ensure that public money is used effectively, and that the sector is 
well managed, so we collect financial data from universities and colleges and
monitor their activities. But we aim to keep the burden to a minimum.

In 2010-11 we will fund 130 higher education institutions and 123 directly
funded further education colleges providing higher education courses.
Higher education courses are those at a higher level than A-levels. Further
education courses are usually those up to the standard of A-level and are
funded by the Skills Funding Agency. We do not provide loans or grants for
individual students. 

Funds for higher education in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland are
allocated by their own funding bodies. Public money for research is also
available from the Research Councils, which are UK wide. 

Upholding quality
We ensure that the quality of teaching and learning in English higher
education is assessed. The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education carries out this work for us.

Together with the other UK funding bodies, we periodically assess the
quality of research in higher education. The results of the latest
Research Assessment Exercise were published at the end of 2008.
Following this a new assessment process is to be introduced, the
Research Excellence Framework. 

Advising Government, universities and colleges
We provide independent and confidential advice to Government on the
funding needs and development of higher education, play a key role in
developing and implementing policy, and act as an advocate for
universities and colleges. 

We commission and conduct research to inform our policies, and
work with universities and colleges to help them respond to
government priorities for higher education. 

Promoting excellence
We promote excellence through our policies and funding methods,
and by providing guidance on good practice. Generally this is
drawn from in-depth studies of what has worked well in universities
and colleges. Similarly we fund national co-ordination teams to
support developments and share good practice in areas such as
widening participation of under-represented groups, and teaching
disabled students.

HEFCE funds around one million student
places each year

Our mission
Working in partnership, we promote and fund high-quality,
cost-effective teaching and research, meeting the diverse
needs of students, the economy and society.

HEFCE funding 2010-11

HEFCE strategic aims
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Teaching £4,675M
Research £1,603M

Higher Education
Innovation Fund £150M

Special funding £294M

Earmarked capital £532M

Other* £172M

* Other compromises the University Modernisation Fund, and smoothing and moderation.


