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1. The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and the participants introduced themselves.

2. David Noyce gave a brief outline of the background to the land-based studies review (LBSR). He described the distinctive character of the subject area as identified by the review and the nature of its vulnerability. The LBSR, funded by HEFCE, focused on teaching, following discussions with BBSRC where they agreed to take on work looking at research capacity. This meeting aimed to provide a forum for sharing of information about existing funding for research in land-based studies (LBS); for the discussion of shared strategic aims; and for opening up communications channels for the future co-ordination and development of our joint support for this field.

3. The LBSR identified a disconnection between research centres (often within multi-faculty universities) and teaching provision (primarily through the monotechnics and further education colleges), which the group recognised. This disconnection means there is potential for future vulnerability, as there is a danger that good quality teaching cannot be maintained without input from current research and vice versa. It was agreed that the sustainability of research is a high priority.

4. The role of the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) was discussed and it was agreed that it would be hard to influence LBS research via the RAE, or the new Research Excellence Framework when it begins. However, there should be a link between teaching and research, and the need for knowledge transfer. One member of the group stated that in order to effectively drive these areas, the sector needs the Government, through DEFRA, to define the land based studies requirements of the UK*. HEFCE can fund excellent research but cannot encourage growth in any particular area, as it is assumed the sector is responding to demand. While there are some funding streams that can be more focused, such as the Science and Innovation Awards and the funding for capability building in seven emerging research disciplines, HEFCE would not want to commit funding in this field in the absence of a clear national policy lead from Government. 
5. The BBSRC review of land-based Facilities has been delayed and is now part of a wider capability review led by DEFRA. It is planned that this review will be completed in April.

6. The Levy Councils fund applied research via levies raised from the various relevant sectors. There are good links with further education and some funding goes to higher education institutions (for example, 25PhDs).
7. The LBS research sector is rapidly changing in response to the new areas emerging such as climate change and genome technology. The group discussed the need for institutions to share data, facilities, expertise and skills (this is currently happening in Scotland).  
8. Collaboration between industry and the monotechnics and multi-faculty universities could result in an increase in practical, excellent and innovative research. It was agreed that greater connection between industry and research in higher education is needed, although the predominance of small and medium-sized enterprises in the land-based industry can be challenging. Because of this the group looked to DEFRA to clearly articulate to the land-based research sector what was needed, both now and in the future.  

9. It was agreed that once the review from BBSRC and DEFRA is complete, the issues concerning research may need to be revisited. HEFCE’s role is to keep a watching brief and ensure any relevant future policy developments take account of the position of the other key stakeholders. 
*[Secretary’s Note: This is an accurate record of what was said in the meeting but following the meeting, DEFRA sought to clarify its role: 

i. DEFRA does not have a co-ordination role in this area on behalf of Government

ii. DEFRA's research agenda is driven by policy needs. These tend to be short to medium term and could distort investment in other research activities particularly at the expense of longer-term more fundamental science. 

End-users are important drivers for research. Their priorities may differ from those of Government being more focussed on economic improvement and solution solving of practical problems, however, are equally valid in driving the wider research agenda.]
