Higher education In
the United Kingdom
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Key facts about higher education

Non UK,
European
Other COMmunity

StUdentS countries 4.2%

8.5%

Over 2 million HE students in

UK higher education institutions*.
Where do they come from?

There are also around 198,000 higher
education students in further

education colleges.

UK
87.3%

13 Wales

Institutions

. L. 20 Scotland
169 universities and

HE CO"egeS in the UK 4 Northern Ireland

132 England
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Sources of income

Other government
Universities and colleges receive £3.4 billion

£15.6 billion in funding.
Where does it come from?

UK HE funding bodies
£6.1 billion

Non-government
funding, eg
private fees

industry, charities
£6.1 billion

How much do we spend on 39
HE compared to other
countries? 25

(expenditure on tertiary
educational institutions as a 2.0

percentage of GDP 2001) &
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This guide relates to higher education in the UK. Most of the references are to higher education in universities
and higher education colleges.

Australia
Belgium
Canada
Czech
Republic
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Italy
Japan
Mexico
Netherlands
Portugal
Spain
Turkey
United
Kingdom
United
States

* Some of these students are studying by collaborative agreement at further education colleges, such students are
registered at HEIs.

Sources of data are explained on page 22.

Many of the issues in this publication are described in broad terms only. A list of organisations that can provide
further information is given on pages 20-21.
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Universities UK

department for

education and skills

creating opportunity, releasing potential, achieving excellence

Employment
and Learning

www.delni.gov.uk
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Higher Education Funding
Council for Wales
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Higher Education Funding Council for England
Northavon House

Coldharbour Lane

BRISTOL

BS16 1QD

tel 0117 931 7317
fax 0117 931 7203
www.hefce.ac.uk






