
Annex E 
PhD completion propensity models 
 
Modified versions of the models used in the original HEFCE 2005/02 
report to include variables of ethnicity and disability  

 
Full-time model 

 

 
 
 



Part-time model 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Propensity models for the analysis of the extended ten year period from 
PhD start in 1996-97 through to 2005-06 

 
Full-time model 

 



Part-time model 

 



Propensity models for the analysis of the 1999-2000 cohort of PhD 
starters for the seven year period to 2005-06 

 
Full-time model 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part-time model 

 



Model variable definitions 
Type Variable Description 

Age Student's age 
Male Whether the student was male (1) or female (0) 

S_agrc Agriculture 
S_amed Allied to medicine 
S_arch Architecture 
S_biol Biological sciences 
S_busn Business 
S_comb Combined subjects 
S_comp Computing 
S_cart Creative arts 
S_ed Education 
BASELINE Engineering 
S_hum Humanities 
S_lang Languages 
S_math Mathematics 
S_med Medicine/veterinary sciences 
S_ll Law/librarianship 
S_phys Physical sciences 

Subject 

S_sstd Social studies 
R_char Charity / British Academy 
R_govn Government 
R_inst Institution 
BASELINE No financial backing 
R_other Other 
R_ovsa Overseas 
R_resc Research Council 

Funding source 

R_inds UK industry 
D_eu European Union (EU) 
BASELINE UK Domicile 
D_nneu Non-EU 
Masters Masters degree in previous year 
First First class degree in previous year 
UpperOther Upper second class or other class of degree in previous year 
BASELINE No masters or degree award in previous year 

Prior 
qualifications 

Sxxx,Dxxx S - attended same HEI, D - attended different HEI 
E_asian Asian / Asian British 
E_black Black / Black British 
E_chinese Chinese 
E_nkng Not known / not given 
E_other Other 

Ethnicity 

BASELINE White 
BASELINE None 
D_nkng Not known / not given 
D_rdis Disability – registered / receives DSA 

Disability status 

D_urdis Disability – unregistered / no DSA 
 


