Explanatory note to HEFCE 2008/05

The Aimhigher programme is a key component of government policy to widen and so increase participation in higher education. In October 2007 the Government announced its intention to extend funding for the Aimhigher programme from academic year 2008-09 to 2010-11 in the amount of £239.5 million. The Aimhigher programme is designed to encourage groups of learners that are under-represented in higher education to embark on a route which will enable them to benefit from it.

This guidance 
· sets out the objectives, scope and structure of the Aimhigher programme from 2008
· provides advice for Aimhigher partnerships in preparation for the next phase of the programme
· requests strategic and operational plans to be submitted for the academic years 2008 to 2011. 
The document should be read alongside previous guidance on Aimhigher (HEFCE 2004/08 and HEFCE 2006/02) and on targeting outreach activity (HEFCE 2007/12).

